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Board Conference Call Minutes
January 11, 2012
Roll Call-Diane B.

Diane called the roll.  The following Board members were present: Connie, Diane B., Diane H., Ellen, Linda S., Linda St.C., Louise, Lynne, Mandy, Mary Lou and Renee.

Welcome & Agenda Review-Ellen
Ellen welcomed Board members to the call and reviewed the agenda.  There were no additions to the agenda.

Guests- 
USDA Update: Tina Namian
FNS is working on regulations.  The CACFP Meal Pattern regulations are on track for publication in June. The CACFP Omnibus Rule, which includes discretionary provisions required by reauthorization, including carryover and one-time applications, is currently in the clearance process and is expected to be published in the spring. These are both proposed rules, which means that the public will have an opportunity to comment before the provisions go into effect. The final Child Nutrition Miscellaneous Omnibus Rule, which includes nondiscretionary provisions required by reauthorization, is expected to be released in early summer. This rule includes provisions related to items such as permanent agreements and categorical eligibility for foster children. This is a final rule, so there won’t be an opportunity for comment.
Tina reported that FNS now has the American Community Survey Data that will provide new census data for determining area eligibility. FNS is drafting a memo with instructions on how to identify block groups.  The memo should be out within the next week or so.  In addition, the At-Risk Q&A’s will be out in the next week or so.
FNS is releasing a handbook for Family Day Care monitors by the end of the month.  This is part of a series of handbooks FNS is working on that will include an Adult Day Care handbook in the spring followed by another for Family Day Home providers.  The handbooks will be in the same format as the At-Risk handbook and will be updated annually.
A CACFP memo will also be coming out similar to the one released for the Summer Food Service Program reminding State agencies that prior approval from the FNS Regional Office is required before additional State requirements that exceed Federal requirements may be implemented.  State agencies will be required to re-evaluate any existing State rules and resubmit those they choose to retain to their FNS Regional Office for approval.  The approval process will be required periodically and findings will be taken during Management Evaluation reviews for any State rules in place that have not been approved.  This memo will be out by the end of January.  Additional guidance will be out soon regarding temporary eligibility provisions.
Diane H. asked when the Health and Wellness Handbook will be released.  Tina anticipates release in the spring but noted that this handbook is currently in the clearance process.
FRAC Update: Geri Henchy
Geri reported no change on the political front.  She did report that the Institute of Medicine is meeting to look at research that has been conducted in the CACFP and childcare arenas, which will prove to be interesting for CACFP.  Diane H. took the opportunity to confirm with Geri that she would be at the Biennial conference in April and noted that she would be in contact regarding Geri’s participation as a presenter.
Following Geri’s report Diane H. asked if anyone on the Board knew if there would be training on meal patterns at the FRAC conference.  Linda St.C. said she believed there would not be training on CACFP meal patterns until after the NSLP meal pattern regulations come out.

Review and Approval of Minutes-Diane B.
The Board reviewed the draft of the 12/06/2012 minutes submitted by Diane B.  A discussion ensued regarding the school lunch meal pattern requirements that would be coming up, as documented in the draft minutes.  Ellen suggested that the draft be revised to include more specificity regarding school meal requirements and moved that the minutes be accepted as revised; Diane H. seconded her motion.  With input from Diane H. and Linda St.C. the revisions were made and the minutes were approved via email on January 17, 2012.
Review and Approval of Treasurer’s Report-Connie
Connie submitted the Treasurer’s Report as of January 11, 2012.  The beginning balance was $34,822.11.  Deposits from membership fees totaled $1600 and expenses totaled $283.27, leaving a closing balance of $36,138.84.  Connie reported that the Arizona membership payment will be submitted via Pay-Pal.  She is still working to confirm a few other memberships and will contact individual Board members if she needs clarification.  
Committee Reports

There were no committee reports.
Old Business

NPA Website Update-Renee

Renee reported that John is posting the conference forms as received and is working on Pay Pal for conference registration as a priority followed by membership.  She also discussed coding forms for Pay Pal. In response to Renee’s request for comments from the Board, Mandy reported that when she googled the Association using “CACFP NPA”, information popped up; however, when she spelled out the Association, nothing popped up.  Renee will ask John to correct that.  Ellen reminded the Board that there is a section on the website for posting job announcements.  Announcements should be forwarded to Renee.
Membership Status-Connie

As noted previously, Connie is working on updates.

2012 NPA Conference-Ellen

Ellen reiterated that all documents for the registration packet must be finalized by Friday and instructed Board members to review and comment on the most recent documents submitted through email.  Ellen also noted that she converted the FNS letter to State Directors requesting participation on the Partner Web to a format compatible with other documents in the packet.  She requested that moderators get session and workshop titles to her soon so that she can complete the “Meeting at a Glance” agenda.

Ellen polled Board members on the status of their approval to attend the meeting.  Linda St. C. mentioned that her USDA/FNS Region is using our conference to schedule a regional meeting and that is serving as an incentive for state staff in that region to attend.  There was also discussion regarding a potential problem with getting approval to come early for the Board meeting on Tuesday.  Ellen agreed to send a letter to Board members’ supervisors explaining the purpose of the Board meeting and requesting they be approved to attend.
After explaining the process conference moderators will use to communicate with conference presenters, Tina confirmed that once an FNS presenter is identified, all communications should go directly to the FNS staff person rather than going through her.  Discussion followed regarding potential presenters, workshop subject and content and schedules for the individual sessions.  Ellen will be sending out the moderator forms with the list of responsibilities to each moderator and Diane H. will be sending out the exhibitor list to Board members for review and additions.
Finally Ellen rescheduled the February 7th conference planning call for January 31st to avoid having a conference planning call and Board meeting in the same week.  The regular Board meeting will be on February 8th.  Beginning February 21st, we will return to our regular schedule of planning calls every other Tuesday at 1:30 EST.
New Business

There was no new business.

Message of the month-(January)-Linda Simmons
The Board discussed content for the January message to include: FNS updates from Tina; a reminder that conference registration is on the website and encouraging members to register and continue to check for updates; the exhibitor form; a reminder to members that a job announcement page is on the new website with instructions to send announcements to Renee with the closing date; and a note that membership dues can still be paid.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be February 8, 2012 @ 1:30 EST.
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